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Press Release

Ai Squared Partners with USABA, Pico Mountain and Vermont Adaptive
Weekend skiing event at Pico Mountain offers adrenaline rush to vision impaired skiers.
Manchester, VT, January 29, 2010:  Over Martin Luther King weekend, the United States Association of Blind Athletes (USABA), Pico Mountain and Vermont Adaptive Ski & Sports celebrated the third annual USABA Winter Ski Festival.  Athletes with vision impairments were given the opportunity to learn to ski or to race in the sports of alpine and Nordic skiing, while spending a weekend in Vermont’s Green Mountains.
Ai Squared, just miles down the road from Pico, joined in to sponsor the event, and provided each athlete a free trial of their ZoomText Magnifier/Reader computer software and a discount offer for any ZoomText purchase. Shawn Warren, vice president of product support at Ai Squared, took the short drive north to attend the event.  “The Pico event was great,” Warren shared. “A handful of people that attended are already ZoomText users. Everyone was very grateful for Ai Squared’s sponsorship, and we received a gracious public acknowledgement at the event’s banquet dinner.” 

The USABA, in conjunction with Vermont Adaptive Ski & Sports, the Gibney Family Foundation and US Paralympics, proudly offers recreational opportunities to individuals with vision impairments. This and other events like it are open to people of all ages and all abilities. Whether the participants are first-time skiers or competitive racers, the festival is catered to each athlete’s ability.
Ai Squared has developed ZoomText computer software for over 20 years. ZoomText provides visually impaired computer users with access to their computer using screen magnification, various filtering and color schemes, and screen reading capabilities. ZoomText is the leading software for the vision impaired, and is sold in over 20 languages around the world.
 “In the words of Bill and Ted, I had a most excellent time,” Warren said.  “I encourage anyone with a vision impairment to come to Vermont and ski. There are over 300 ski guides here! I was amazed at the stories of blind athletes that compete at an Olympic level, and the plethora of passionate volunteers and support for USABA, Vermont Adaptive, the Gibney Family Foundation and US Paralympics.”
About Ai Squared
Headquartered in Manchester, Vermont, Ai Squared is the worldwide leader in computer access solutions for the vision impaired, and has been for over 20 years.  Their products are available in twenty languages and are sold in 45 countries through our network of over 350 dealers across the globe.  Ai Squared has helped over 100,000 individuals with early vision loss, computer vision syndrome, and visual impairments such as macular degeneration and glaucoma.  Ai Squared’s screen magnification and screen reading products dramatically improve a computer’s usability and friendliness for the low vision user, raising their level of productivity, satisfaction and independence. The family of Ai Squared products includes, ZoomText, ZoomText Magnifier/Reader, ZoomText Magnifier, ZoomText Express and the ZoomText Large-Print Keyboard.  For more information, please visit Ai Squared online at www.aisquared.com. 
About the USABA
The United States Association of Blind Athletes enhances the lives of blind and visually impaired people by providing the opportunity to participate in sports and physical activity. To learn more, visit www.usaba.org. 

About Vermont Adaptive Ski & Sports
With nearly 400 active volunteers, plus generous partners and sponsors, and an amazing base of clients and friends, Vermont Adaptive Ski & Sports has been at the forefront of sports and recreation for those with disabilities in New England for more than 20 years. Vermont Adaptive Ski & Sports is committed to empowering individuals with disabilities. They promote independence and further equality through access and instruction to sports and recreational activities. To learn more, visit www.vermontadaptive.org. 

About the Gibney Family Foundation
The Gibney Family Foundation provides grants to non-profit organizations which can demonstrate an outstanding ability to empower those who are challenged, particularly the blind, in their quest to live happier, more productive lives. To learn more about the foundation, visit www.tgff.com. 

About the US Paralympics
US Paralympics, a division of the US Olympic Committee is dedicated to becoming the world leader in the Paralympic sports movement and promoting excellence in the lives of people with physical disabilities. Since its formation in 2001, US Paralympics has been inspiring Americans to achieve their dreams. Through education, sports programs and partnerships with community organizations, medical facilities and government agencies, US Paralympics is making a difference in the lives of thousands of physically disable people ever day. For more information, visit www.usparalympics.org. 
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